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ALL ARE INVITED TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, Jesus welcomes ALL to receive His gifts through the 

sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Shepherd of the Hills (SOTH) distributes and receives Holy Communion by intinction, the practice 

of dipping the bread (in whatever its form) into the wine or grape juice to receive both elements. 

Those who prefer to stay at their seat to receive communion may use the prepared elements (wafer 

and grape juice) that you can receive from the usher station.  

The chalices (cups) we use are divided. The larger section of the cup contains wine. The smaller 

section contains white grape juice.  

A separate plate and cup are used for gluten-free wafers and wine. If you desire to commune with a 

gluten-free wafer, simply let the pastor know when you come forward to commune. 

Those who choose not to receive communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing from the 

pastor. It is helpful to indicate so by crossing your arms in front of you or by telling the pastor. 

  



  

  

  

Sharing Christ’s Love… By Welcoming All, Loving All, And Serving All! 

INTRODUCTION 

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the 

earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our 

foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already 

been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean 

while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we 

more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

 

PRELUDE            

WELCOME  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                “Christ Be In My Waking” 

Christ be in my waking as the sun is rising, 

in my day of working with me every hour. 

Christ be in my resting as the day is ending, 

calming and refreshing, watching through the night. 

  

Jesus, this is my devotion all my life to know You, every day to walk with You. 

Savior, You’re my deepest longing, You’re the One I live for;  

teach me, Lord, to walk with You. 

  

Christ, when hope has faded, nothing left to cling to, 

every pleasure jaded, every well is dry. 

Christ, the loving Shepherd, draws me with His kindness, 

leads me from the desert to the streams of life. 
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INVITATION TO LENT 

P: Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus' 

Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.  

 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God's  

mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another,  

and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our  

neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.  

 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists  

whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the  

discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial  

giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us  

continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' death and  

resurrection.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains  

us with the gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s  

mercy. Holy God, 

C: we confess to you our faults and failings.  Too often we neglect and do not trust your  

holy word: we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than  

steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over  

compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of  

life.  Amen. 

 

P: Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may  

receive life.  This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, and forgives  

you in Christ’s name and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: We pray together, 

C: Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the  

sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly  

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon  

and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The grace and peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

The assembly passes the peace to one another as a sign of Christ's peace. 

 

HYMN            

 

 

 



FIRST READING          2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, 

God’s reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring 

us into a right relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine 

salvation. 
 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 

vain. 2For he says,  

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle 

in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we 

have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 

calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 

knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the 

power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in 

honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, 

and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

 

 

 



RESPONSIVE READING FROM PSALM 51 

A: Please join in the reading on the bolded verses. 

 Have mercy on me, O God, 

    according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity 

    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, 

    and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

    and done what is evil in your sight; 

so you are right in your verdict 

    and justified when you judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 

    you taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

    let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins 

    and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from your presence 

    or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

    so that sinners will turn back to you. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, 

    you who are God my Savior, 

    and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
15 Open my lips, Lord, 

    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice, O God, is[b] a broken spirit; 

    a broken and contrite heart 

    you, God, will not despise. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2051&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14709b


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL                  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 6th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but 

emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 

seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father 

who sees in secret will reward you. 

  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in 

the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 

door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 

you. 

  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 

faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting 

may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 

where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 



SERMON                                  “A Lenten Prescription”           Pastor Ron Qualley 

 

HYMN                               

                                                                                                        

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of  

creation. 

 

A: O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. Accompany us  

throughout our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and renew all the baptized to  

declare your praise. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands affected by a  

changing climate that all inhabitants of the earth experience your abundance. Merciful  

God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve to world  

leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the bonds of injustice and  

bring an end to all violence, oppression, and persecution. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or in  

seclusion. Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience homelessness,  

food insecurity, economic hardship, and illness (especially). Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith formation ministries and those who  

teach and lead. Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your  

disciples. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and place.  

Renew us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us  

with them into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to  

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING/SPECIAL MUSIC           “All Things of Dust to Dust Return” 

 

All things of dust to dust return on earth and in the sky, 

 The hottest, brightest suns that burn in time grow dim and die. 

The fish that leap, the birds that soar, the newborn young that play, 

The leaves that fill the forest floor revert to dust and clay. 

 

Lord, mark with dust and ash my brow so I may comprehend 

That every moment here and now links me to that same end. 

I share with all that breathe and burn, that flare and fade and tire 

Yet by their waning light discern your own undying fire. 

 

Lord, mark upon my brow this sign: a stark and barren cross 

Reminding me that though divine you know my pain and loss, 

And at the touch of dust and ash awake my heart to view 

How death itself is but a flash that dies away in you. 

 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

P:  Now we enter into a distinct part of our Ash Wednesday service, a time when all may  

come forward to receive the mark of the cross on their foreheads. This ancient gesture  

and the accompanying words of scripture cause us to think about our own death in order  

to remind us how to live a life rooted in Christ and our baptismal calling. 

 

If you would like to receive the mark of the cross on your forehead, come forward at the 

direction of the ushers and stand before the pastor. 

 

P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

After those who desire ashes have received them, 

all may sit, and the minister continues... 

 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

P: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

C: Amen. 

 

 



DIALOGUE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C: Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is food and drink for the journey.  Take and be filled. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of  

life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

C: Amen. 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to  

you; the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN         following page 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Serve in love. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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